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1 T1» Chap. II. Ver. 1, 2. 
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I exhort therefore, that fir it of all, | 
oplications, \ Prayers, Interce ſſions, 
1 Ha .of Thanks be made for 


len : 


For Nings, and for all that are 
n Authority; that we may lead 4 
quiet and peaceable Life in all Cod- 
ns and Tine, 


Ti E Duty here enjoyn'd is of the moſt pub- 


lick and generous Nature that can be prac- 
 tisd by Mankind, and does at once ſhew 

5 the Beauty and Excellence of the Chriſtian Re- 
gion, that embraces all Orders and Ranks of Men 
vith ſuch a render Concern, as to make them Ob- 
gets of her daily Care, by laying all their Intereſts 
before the Throne of Grace, - and recommending 
tieir Welfare to the great Arbiter of Human Affairs 
n her daily Supplications.-- - 1 
And indeed that holy Religion, which our bleſ- 
&d Saviour founded, is in nothing more diſtinguiſh'd 
tom the prevailing-Se&s of the World, than thoſe 
\ | B . love- | 


LL 


(2) 
lovely amiable Characters which muſt always attrad b 


the Admiration of Mankind, I mean a mutual un f 
diſſembled Love, with the moſt tender Exprefiicns 


of Charity and Compaſſion : This was once the il : 
peculiar Characteriſtick and Glory of thoſe of ou Ml ;; 
holy Religion, which made the Heathens cry out, f 
See how the Chriſtians love one another. This tender 
Nature and charitable Diſpoſition it was that gain a 
ſuch early Reputation to the Croſs, that ſq much Will 
advanc'd the Banner of our Saviour, that triumph'd Wl .; 
over the ſavage Natures of the Heathen Ward, 5 
who were glad to exchange their ruder Morals „ 
far the ſweet compaſſionate. Inſticutions of aur &% il x; 
_—_ 
Such is the great Privilege, . ſuch the Bleſlng 
of the Chriſtian Inſtitution, that all. the .Members Wl ;r 
of it are oblig'd by the firſt Rules of their Pro- | 
feſſion, to communicate to each other all the Ad n 
vantages that flow from devout Prayer, and car Wil 5, 
neſtly to recommend one another's Wants, Nece- Will | 
fities, Diſtreſſes, Complaints to the Father, of Mer» BW fat 
cies, and God of all Comfort, whoſe Goodneſs ud the 
Compaſſion in healing our Diſtempers, is equi | 
even to that Almighty Power which enables hun Wl Inſ 
to relieve all the Wants of his People... 
And what a bleſſed Society wou d the Membxrs BY lis 
of this holy Corporation compoſe, did we all ap 
pily unite in this glorious Employment of Pray [ 
and Praiſe, and inſtead of Curſing and Reviling, ir con 
ſtead of that opprobrious indecent Behaviour, too 1 
familiar now amonglt us, or any ſtupid indifference u whi 
our Neighbour's Welfare, we wou d aſſociate ou By 4 
| ſelves by mutual Supplications, and ſuppoxt tie Mit is 
— Common Intereſt of our Chriſtian Fraternity, by the 
' Cloſe Union of devout Prayer for one another: Tr, 


| 5 wee ſhou d ſind one of the moſt effectual means to uni Hea 
our Hearts and Aſtections, to- compole all * - te 


C9) 
rad I (eppy Differences, and lay the Storms bf our prel 
ur ws iſcontents, and give at once ſuch Strength and 
ions Wl Laſtre to our holy Church, as no Malice cou'd ef- 
the ace, not even the Gates 'of Hell be ever able to 
out Bi prevail againſt. 
ut, It was from the View of theſe mighty Advanta- 
der I gs, that the Apoſtle exhorts Timothy to this Duty 
ind ad lays it as the Foundation-Stone, the Pillar alt 
uch Support of the whole Chriſtian Structure, which 
bd i cou'd not, he knew, ſubſiſt without it. I exhor, 
1d, bs he, that firiF of all, Supplications, Prayers, I- 
a +rceſows, and giving of Thanks be made for all * 
*. Where we may obſerve, 


ing L A poſitive Injunction, which is that of Prayer 
rs and Intecefſion. bake 
0. II. The great Extent of this Duty, which takes 
in all Ranks and Denominations' amongſt us. Our 
Supplications and Prayers muſt be made for al Men. 
III. A Direction to offer up our Prayers in a more 
particular manner for Kings, and all that are in Au- 
thorit 
IV. A Reaſon to ſupport this laſt- art of his 
Inſtructions, ariſing from the Benefit of the Duty, 
That we may lead a quiet and peaceable Life in all God: 
lneſs and Hmeſy. 


I ſhall ſpeak 2 little to ah of theſe, and then 
conclude with a proper Application 
' 157, We are to obſerve a politive Injundtion, 
which is that of Prayer and Interceſſion. 

A Duty in it ſelf ſo pleaſant and profitable, that 
tis no'leſs amazing than melancholy, to reflect on 
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de great Neglect and Omiſſion of it. It is this 
[1s BY Gerout Exerciſe which preſerves our Intercourſe with 
mite Heaven, that maintains a Union betwixt God and 
urn the Soul, that feaſts the Mind with the nobleſt 


2 
— 


B 2 Views 


©. | EY 
Views and moſt delightful : Contemplations. 
gives a Man a Taſte and Earneſt, of in / 40 
thoſe ſpiritual Raptures and devout Conſolations 
which flow in that way upon the Sou. 
It is by Prayer we diſcern the true State of the 
Soul, and know either its Defects or Improvement; 
in Religion; by this we gain Power to overcome 
Temptations ; by this Armour we repel the fiery 
Darts of the Devil; by this we maſter our corrupt 
' Natures, and ſtem the Torrent of the moſt furious lu- 
clinations. And Icannot here pals over anothergrea 
Advantage, which cou'd not fail to attend the de- 
vout and conſtant Exerciſe of this Duty, and that 
is the Authority it wou'd- procure and Reverence 
for Oaths, and thereby help to ' ſecure the Allegj- 
ance due to the Prince, and Safety to the Subjeg, 
whoſe Names, and Fortunes, and Lives are, to the 
great Offence of our common Chriſtianity, too ok 
ten now in danger from Subornation and. Perjury, 
and too general a Contempt of the moſt ſacred Tic 
and Obligation of. Conſcience, | 
True ſincere Piety wou'd cure all this Miſchief; 
no devou: Perſon, who conſtantly lives under theaw- 
ful Apprehenſions of the Divine Preſence, and cet- 
tain Expectation of the laſt great and dreadful Afr, 
can be guilty of Perjury, or play with an Oat; 
nor dare he venture to ſtamp new Meanings upon 
Words, contrary to the true Senſe and Meaning of 
the Impoſer, which muſt needs weaken all the Sinews 
of Government, by making light of the moſt ſacred 
and ſolemn Engagements we can give to the State. 
A true Spirit of Devotion, where-ever it dwells 
will be a faithful Guard on every Man's Conduct, 
will curb his Pride, and inſtru& him in all the Off- 
ces of Charity, Peaceableneſs, and Submiſſion ; it wil 
effectually reſtrain the Licentiouſneſs of the Tong 


and Pen, and guard the Throne from all Inſults that 
Wo: way, 
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Tak 3 
that MY ay, by teaching the good Chriſtian pee eg dt 


fr il of Dignitie. „ 3 
Tag is — — are the Graces we obtain by Prayer, 

"WM that incline us firſt to what is good, and enable us to 
the WM hold out and perſevere. in our Duty; and tis the 
nents ame auſpicious Gale of Divine Grace we obtain 
dome WM this way, that conducts us ſafe through the moſt. 
fiery WI gloomy Paſſages,. the Storms and Hurricanes of this 
apt WY Life to the pure Æther of the New Jeruſalem, that 
un: bappy Region of Peace and Serenity above, where 
reat WY a0 rude Blaſts of Grief and Sorrow, of Pain or 
- &- WJ Temptations ever touch. Well therefore might the 
that Kolle ſo earneſtly preſs a A on his Diſciples, 
ence that ſo innobles our Nature, and makes us capable 
lex: of the greateſt Good: Which will further appear 
jet, WJ from my next Particular, which is, 
the 2dly, To conſider the Extent of this Duty; ſo 
) of eat it ſeems and ineſtimable are the Bleſſings which 
ur, dow from a devout Heart, that he wou'd not ſuffer 
Tic WY the happy Influence of them to be confin'd with- 


inthe narrow Bounds of Friendſhip, Neighbourhood, 
Blood or Alliance, but extends their Benefit to all 
Mankind. Let Prayers, ſays he, and Supplications, and 
Inerceſſions be made for all Men. : 

li, BY O happy Goſpel thus fraught with Love and 
th; Picty, that opens thy rich Stores, thy immenſe 
pon Treaſures of Pity and Compaſſion to all Mankind! 
ol Bchold in this Glaſs the Divinity of Chriſt's Doctrine 
em from its good-natur'd Inſtitution, from that univer- 
ed {al Love and Benevolence wherewith it embraces and 
e. WI invites all to partake of its Bounty. In the ſweet 
ells BW Inſtitutions of our Saviour, we are allow'd no Ex- 
ui, ceptions of Few or Samaritan, of Turk or Infidel, of 
Friend or Enemy, but all muſt be included in our 
wil Supplications ; all Sects and Parties, all Denomina- 
gue tions, of what kind ſoever, have a right to our Peti- 
nat oy tions, with all the Advantages that can be derivd 
27, from a devour Soul | 36 


Wy) 3 

- And what a Happineſs is it, as well as Hoy 
to our ſelves, that we are enabled thus to become 
publick Benefactors to the whole World, and to dar 
forth refreſhing Beams of Comfort to the remote} 
Parts, even from the cloſe Retirement of the Cloſet, 
whilſt we are pleading there with our heavenly Fa- 
ther, who ſeeth in ſecret, to relieve the ſeveral Wants 
and Neceſſities of his People: And what a ſecret in- 
expreſſible Pleaſure muſt fill that devout and happy 
Soul, that is able oftentimes in this manner to . 
moye even Pain and Sickneſs, to raiſe the drooping 
Spirits of the miſerable and afflicted, to turn Sorrow 
N , Sadneſs of Heart into Serenity of Mind, 
and Deſpair into Gladneſs and the moſt lively Hopes; 
all which Bleſſings wou'd ſoon appear more familiar 
amongſt us, were our Prayers of this kind more fre- 
quent, and ſeaſon'd with Faith and Sincerity; did 
we oftener proſtrate our ſelves at the Altar of God, 
and perfume the Soul with the devout Incenſe of 
ly and fervent Supplications. 1 
We cannot eaſily conceive what mighty Bleflings 
a devout Supplicant may be able to derive on Mar- 
kind this way; we might make the Riches of ſome 
more ſafe and beneficial, and the Poverty of others 
more light and tolerable, caſe the Doubts of ſome, 
comfort their Sorrows, mitigate their Pains, and 
apply more ſoveraign and balſamick Hands to' the 
ſeveral Wants and Neceſſities of all, did ve but 
oftener throw our ſelves at his Footſtool, and there 
reſent 'our devout and earneſt Supplications in theit 
Favour. In this manner may thoſe even of the 
meaneſt Rank be able to requite the Benefaction 
of their Friends, in being Advocates for them in 
their ſpititual Wants, and repay the Bleffing of the 
temporal Comforts which they receive at thelt 
Hands, with the nobler Return of Prayer and he- 
nediction. ary | | 
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1 
This devout Exerciſe would be à means likewiſe 
of reconciling Differences, and cooling all our un- 
utural Heats and Animoſities, wou d wonderfully 
delp to reſettle the Peace of our Nation, and quick- 
ly bread its kind Influence both on private Conver- 
tions and publick Communities, by extinguiſhing 
ll our Party-Rage, whoſe Flames, cou'd not poſſi» 
bly long ſubſiſt in Company with Devotion. For it 
is hardly poſſible to entertain any long or dangerous 
palion againſt a Perſon whom we are daily recom- 
nending to the Great God, or to retuſe him our Fa- 
jour and Reconciliation, whom we labour to render 
xcceptable to the Almighty himſelf, and propoſe as 
Candidate for the higheſt Enjoyments, It wau'd be 
uſeful therefore, whillt we labour under any Reſent- 
nent, to inrich our daily Devotions with a particular 
Clauſe in favour of the Perſon we ſuſpect has in- 
urd us; which wou'd not only ſuppreſs all immo- 
erate Heats in our own Breaſts, but might invite 
likewiſe from above ſome ſoft illuminating Grace 
om the Mind of our. Adverſary, the better to re- 
mite our diſſenting Minds, and reſtore our decay'd 
ad blemiſh'd Charity to its firſt native Beauty 
ad Luſtre, by which tender and compaſſionate 
Offices we might at once be inſtrumental in bri 
ng home a wandring Soul, and hiding beſides 2 
nultitude of our own Sins with the Covering of ſo 
pious and well-regulated a Charity. IF 
Having thus ſeen the Neceſſity and Benefit. of 
otering up Prayers and Supplications for all forts. 
d degrees of Men in general, I come, 
zd, To conſider the Inſtruction we have, to _ 
g, a 


tem up in a more particular Manner for Kin 
ul that are in Authoricy, which is the next Thing 
| propoſe to ſpeak to, © ov; 


$- 


ſ 
* „ * — 


(8) 
And here it is obſervable, the Apoſtle lays", 
_—_ Weight on this part of e Ch 6 

eing indeed of the greateſt Influence, and cat 
ing along with it the moſt extenfive Good. The 
Welfare and Happineſs of a whole Nation-depends 
ſo much on the Wiſdom and Conduct of thoſe that 
Govern, that even for our own ſakes we 'catit be 
too importunate with God, to inſpire our Rulers 
with ſuch a Meaſure of Wiſdom and Knowledge 
as may enable them to Govern the People com- 
mitted to their Charge, with Prudence, Tempet 
and Equity. It is with the Body Politick as wit 
the Natural, which will quickly ſympathize with 
all the Infirmities of the Head, and fall into Cor- 
vulſions when that is much diſturb'd. The Veſſel of 
the State can never move aright without a very gti 
ful Pilot, eſpecially when toſt by the fluctuating Bit 
Jows of a giddy Multitude, the moſt Conſtimmate 
Wiſdom is but juſt enough to ſteer © aright: 8 
many are the Springs and Movements of the State 
Engine, that the very niceſt Hands are requit d to 
ſet them all in a regular Motion; nay; it wou d be 
no wonder if in ſo arduous and difficult an Undet- 
taking, ſome Negle&s or Slips ſhou d happen, or ſone 
Miſtakes ariſe, To prevent any dangerous Errors 

in this arduous Employment, it is our Part to i 
lieve the Magiſtrate by our Prayers, to implote 

the Divine Bleflings on the Undertakings' of ſuch 

as are ſet over us, that their Views may be all d. 

re&ed to the publick Good, and meet at laſt a'prob 

perous Event. % e men 

This is a Practice we ſhall find moſt agreeable 
to the Primitive Pattern of the Chriſtian Church, 
which always pour'd forth daily Offerings 
the Safety and Welfare of their Governors; my 
long before the Foundation of the Goſpel, -* 


Pall find the Church of the Jeus, which * 


P 
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lanted by God himſelf, pray'd and offer'd Sacri- 
fee for the Perfian Kings, and their Proſperity, 
who held them at that very time in a miſerable 
YbjeRion, Ezra 6, to. Thus the inſpir d Pro- 
het inſtructs them in their Captivity to pray for 
de City, whither God had caus'd- them to be 
carried away Captive, Jer. 29. 7. And the Jews 
which were 'in Babylon, ſent to their Brethren in 
Juda to pray for the Life of Nebuchadnezzar King 
of Babylon, and for the Life of Baſthaſar his Son, 
thar their Days may be upon Earth as the Days 
of Heaven, Baruch 1:1t. And this we find was the 
vnſtant Practice of the Fews under the ſeveral Go- 
rernments they became ſubject to, till the Time of 
their Rebellion under the Roman Government, which 
wok a ſad Revenge of that People for the Neglect 
of this Duty. This being, ſays the learned Hiſto- 
tan, the Cauſe of the War, that the Seditious did 
bol Kaioapog EroppitrTew, reject the Sacrifice offer d 
for Cæſar, contrary to the Advice of the Prieſts and 
Nobles, who earneſtly interceded for the Continuance 
a the Cuſtom of praying for their Rulers, which 
ad ſo long obtain d amongſt them- 

Nor were the Chriſtians of the firſt and pureſt 
Ages of the Church leſs backward in praying for 
tieir Princes, though Heathens and Perſecutors; 
ay, that had zo manner of Hereditary Right nei- 
ther, or any better Title than that of the Sword 
« Poſſeſſion, if we will give Credit to the Hiſtory 
t thoſe Times, and believe the moſt ancient Re- 
words and Liturgies. | 1 

It is true indeed, about the Time of St. Paul's 

ting his Epiſtle to Timothy, there aroſe a 


5 


t of Men who challeng'd an Exemption from 


us Duty, on the ſcore of the perſecuting Tem- 
er of the Heathen Em perors, who ſo * rd 
| Sure” 


(10) 


Chriſtianity, as not to endure the Profeſſors 
it; but the Apoſtle took early Care to check this 


_ unruly Spirit in his Followers, and therefore ſent 
this Meſlage on purpoſe to Timothy, whom be 
had ordain d Biſhop of Epbeſus, to take ſpecial 
Care that Kings and Rulers have a Place in 
the ..publick Prayers and Offices. of the Church 
without regard to their Diſpoſition and Manner; 
for which he aſſigns this Reaſon, that they might 
lead quiet and peaceable Lives, that the Heathen 
Emperors finding the Chriſtians thus ſolicitous for 
the Welfare and Proſperity of their Government, 
ight permit them quietly and peaceably to er 
Joy their Religion. 72 25 7 25 
This conſtant Practice of the Churches of God 
both Jewiſh and Chriſtian, in praying for their Ru- 


J lers, caſts a fad- Aſpe& and Refle&ion on thoſ 


degenerate Chriſtians amongſt our ſelves, who te- 
fule to offer up Prayers for our preſent gracious 
Sovereign, who ſo juſtly fills the Throne, ad 
thereby renounce a plain poſitive Apoſtolical In 
junction, confirm'd by the. conſtant Practice ai 
the Church in all Ages. And this is the more 
heinous, in that our Prince has -a double Right 
to our Devotion, as well on the ſcore of Inte- 
reſt and Gratitude, as a divine Precept, as be i 
next and immediately under God, the Chief De. 
fender of our Faith, and beſt Guardian oſ out 
Rights both Spiritual and Temporal. 

Were it allowd to any of the firſt Martyn 
and Confeſſors of the Church, Men that always 
offer d Vows for the Life and Proſperity of thei 
Princes, at the very Time they etfhploy'd- tix 
Sword of Magiſtracy to cut off and extirpate, 
if poſſible, the Chriſtian Name; had they, I ia 
the Liberty to deſcend and view the + Humov! 


and 


(mn) 
nd Morals of the preſent Age, of Men too that 
dear the ſame. venerable. Name and Title with 
hemſelves, how wou'd they ſtand amaz d to find 
y of that humble peaceable Profeſſion, not on- 
y diſſenting from this pious Practice, bur even 
courting all Occaſions of diſturbing that Prince, 
who protects them in their Worſhip, who came 
mongſt them at their own: Invitation, to ſecure 
their Rights from the moſt fatal Arreſts and U- 
ſurpations. * — * 
Certainly, my Brethren, we have not thus leatnt 
Chriſt; it is nothing but the Deluſion of that Evil 
Spirit - which works in the Children of Diſobe- 
dience, that inſpires this Behaviour : Which is far- 
ther heighten'd in thoſe unhappy Perſons, who, not 
content themſelves to withdraw their own Devo- 
tion, dare be ſo impious and -prophane, even in 
the Houſe of God, as to expreſs an open Con- 
tempt of the Prayers that are offer d there by 
others for the Peace and Happineſs of their So- 
l. vercign : A Behaviour this highly Criminal and 
of BN Offenſive, being an open Affront to the Law of 
ore BY God that enjoyns it, and to the Senſe and Judg- 
ont ment of the holieſt, beſt and wiſeſt of Men in 
nte- BN all Ages of the Church, who have conſtantly prac- 
esd this Duty; and in the worſt of Seaſons too, 
Dei when only the Patience of Chriſtians was exer- 
out cis d, without the leaſt mixture of Gentleneſs and 
good Nature, or thoſe other Graces that now 
adorn the Throne. gh ww 

It were eaſy till farther to expoſe this Beha- 
your from the ill Manners and Indecency of the 
Action; fo what can be more ſo, than to make 
2 Jeſt of that which of all Subjects is the moſt 
{ious Thing in the World, I mean Divine Wor- 
ſhip, or to dare to mock and turn into ridicule 
| 1 C 2 . Mens 


(12) 


Mens devout Addrefſes to God, for the Happj- 


neſs and Proſperity of a Kingdom? What 
Senſe and Wikdom of all Ages and Nations je 
adjudg'd the moſt proper Means to avert Cala. 
mities, and make a Nation happy, can never ſure 
be thought a proper Subject "44 Mirth and R. 
dicule. Where any are ſo weak to diſſent from 
4 Practice : * —_ 8 Modeſy 
ere wou'd ir pology, Sec 
Silence their trueſt Wiſdom. = 1. 
I come now to my laſt Particular, which wi 
5h The Reaſon which th Apoſtle afip 
ws: 4thly, | on whi Se 
for his Injunction, To pray in a more | — . 
ner for W that 22 5 ; and th 
is, that we may a quiet eaceable Life in al 
* Godlineſs and Honeſty. 28 | by TI” —_ 
And indeed it is alone a very ſtrong Motive 
to the Practice of this Duty. The quiet and 
peaceable Poſſeſſion of qQur Religion is ſo great 
a Blefling, as makes it a very eaſy Purchaſe that 
is obtaind by Prayer; and yet there is no- 
thing certainly mare likely to ſoften the moſt ur- 
relenting Minds even of heatheniſh Princes, to 
inſpire them with awful Notions of the true 
God, and reverential Thoughts of our Woarſhip, 
For this Reaſon the antient Church always it: 
ſerted the Names of the Emperors in her Litur 
gies, and pray'd for them in the moſt publick 
and affectionate Manner, to aſſure them thereby they 
carried no hoſtile Minds about them; that no- 


thing was to be fear'd from the peaceahle Rules 


of their Profeſſion, which inſtructed them only 


in the ſofter Arts of Duty and Submiſſion, a 


Peace and Love, without allowing them to dif 


turb any Form of Government they ſhou'd hap 
| pen 
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pen to live under“ And by this Temper they of- 
ten blunted the Sword, of Vengeance, that had 
been drawn for their Deſtruction, and huſh'd the 
Fury of their Enemies into a perfect Calm. 

And O! that the ſame primitive Spirit had 
deſcended to our Times, we ſhou'd not then 
have Cauſe ſo frequently to. bewail the unquiet 
Spirit and Ingratitude of our Land ; but inſtead 
x: thoſe Murmurs and unjuſt Complaints that are 
now too loudly ſpread, our Voice wou'd only 
then be tun'd into Praiſes, and eccho forth the 
more grateful Sounds of Joy and Thankſgivings 
for Mercies and Deliverances. | a 

The Reaſons which are urg'd in defence of 
this Behaviour, are grounded on the Opinion of 
Hereditary Right, which ſome modern Stateſmen 
wou'd make us believe is abſolutely neceſſary to 
ſapport a Title to our Prayers and Allegiance. 
But can any thing be reaſonably thought neceſſary 
to a Duty of this kind, which wou'd effectually 
deſtroy. the Face of all Government in the World, 
and introduce nothing but Diſorder and Confu- 
fon amongſt us? If we ſurvey the State of other 
Nations about us, we ſhall find this Doctrine 
uiverfally difown'd. France, we know, by their Sa- 
lque Law, excludes all Females from the Throne; 
ſome Crowns are elective, whilſt others are wholly 
limited to the Religion of the Country, without 
paying the leaſt regard to theſe pretended 
Rights of Nature and Primogeniture, which 
ſome ſo eagerly - contend for; and if we view the 
Practice of our own Nation, we have been ſo 
ar from perſuing this direct Line, that ſince 
the Foundation of our Engljh Monarchy under 
Egbert, the Throne has been fill'd by Ki hteen 
or Nineteen Sovyereigns that have ſway'd our 


Sceptre, 
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(214) 
Sceptre, without the leaſt help from Hereditary 
Nov what Convulſions muſt our own and e. 
very Nation in the World fall into, if the Ad; 
of ſuch Princes muſt be all illegitimated, and no- 
thing paſs for Law without the Stamp of in- 
defeaſible Hereditary. Right? Our & and 
Liberties wou'd all be in the utmoſt 
if this Doctrine were true, and the Church be ſtripe 
of irs moſt valuable Privileges and Laws, ſhou'd 
this Jeſuitical Notion prevail amongſt us, which 
is calculated only to ſerve a vile Turn, and re- 
duce a free People to Roman Vaſſalage. Not is: 
this Doctrine of Indefeaſible Right, or that the 
next in Blood muſt in no caſe be laid iſide, 
leſs oppoſite to the Genius of Chriſtianity, than 
the Peace of Civil Government. We find no 
ſuch Doctrine in the Scriptures, - not the leaſt 
Incouragement from the Practice of Chriſt or 
his Apoſtles to ſupport it. If we conſult the 
Old Teſtament, we ſhall find David in the 
Throne, and by the - expreſs Order of God 
himſelf, though he was not by Birth related to 
the Royal Family, and while Two Sons of the 
former King were ſtill alive, ſo little regard had 
Divine Wiſdom to the Claims of Birthright; 
and upon the Death of David, his Son Solon 
aſcends the Throne, whilſt his elder- Brother Au- 
nijab was living, without the leaſt, Rebuke from 
God; and after- that again, King Jeha ſiicceeds 
Jehoram, by the expreſs Order of God 'himfel, 
though he was not of the Royal Family; na), 
though there were Seventy of the Royal Line al 
living at that Time, 2 Kings 10. 1. If we con- 
ſult the New Teſtament, we may there behold 
our Saviouſ working a Miracle, that he might 
| pay 
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r 
| t, Matt. 27. 27. And after 
= he orders Tribute - to _ paid to Caeſar, 
only from ſeeing his Image and Superſcription 
on the Coin, Matt. 22. 20, without ever enqui- 
ring whoſe. Son he was, or whether he had any 
Hereditary Right; nay, though he knew, by vir- 
tue of his Omniſcience, that he had no ſuch 
Right at all. | 

Laſt, And to finiſh this Argument, we find 
the Apoſtle ſo far from limiting our Prayers and 
Allegiance to Powers only of one certain Deno- 
mination or uninterrupted Succeſſion, that he 
enjoyns SubjeRion in general Terms to the High- 
er Powers, Rom. 13. 1, 2: where by Powers are 
meant the lawful Governors, which the Conſtitu- 
tion of „ appoints over the Sub- 
jects of the e; Obedience to whom becomes 
their Duty on a double Account, as well in reſpect 
to the Command of God, as the Preſervation of 
publick Peace and Order in the State, = 

Which by the way may ſhew us the Folly 
of ſuch Dreamers in Politicks, ſuch Enthuſiaſtick 
Stateſmen, that are for reducing all Forms of ' 
Government into one Model, as -if there cou'd 
be no Supremacy - out of the Breaſt of one ab- 
ſolute and deſpotick Lord, or as if) unlimited 
Monarchy had the ſame Divine Sanction with 
Government itſelf ; whereas tis plain, the Apoſ- 
tle had an Eye to the ſeveral Forms of Go- 
vernment throughout the World; and as he in- 
tended his Epiſtle for the : Uſe of all Chriſtians 
whereſoever diſpers'd, and under what kind of 
Government ſoever, ſo be deſign'd thereby to 
promote the Peace, Welfare and publick Tran- 
qulity of every Nation, by enjoyning his -Con- 

verts, 


| | vents, whereſoever they liv'd, to lead- fledbeaty 
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and inoffenſive Lives, and give no Diſturbance 


that particular Form of Government they Bond | 
happen to live under; ſo that whether they liy'q 


under an abſolute and deſpotick Rule, ſuch a 
was that of the Roman in his Time, or like that 
of the French and Twurkijh in ours, or under 3 
milder Scepter, like that we happily enjoy, where 
the Lords and Commons have a Share in the Ls 
giſlature as well as the Prince; in all theſe Caſes 
the Apoſtle dire&s his Converts, - in all Ages of 
the World, to have a Regard to the Conſtitu- 
tions, which they are not to unravel on any Pre- 
tence, and thereby diſturb the publick Repoſe; 
as if he had ſaid in other Words, See you never 
trample on the Laws of the Land, or -infult 
ſuch Governors, whom they have ſet over you; but 
whether abſolute or limited Monarehy be the 
Rule of your Country, whether an :Ariſtocracy, 
or mix'd Republick, be the National - Settlement 
vou live under, ſtill do you be -quiet, -.never 
ſtrive to unhinge any Government by Rebellion, 
Tumults, or Seditions, but be ſubject to the $1» 

reme Powers wherever they are - placed by the 
Fas of the Land, and in doing fo, youll obey 


God himſelf, ſince there is no Power but of 
God, and the Powers that be are ordaind of 
From the whole we may plainly diſcern,.- that 
the Notion of unalienable Hereditary -Right! has 
not the leaſt Foundation in Scripture; Law; Rex 
ſon, or the Cuſtom and Uſage of our own ot 
any other Nations whatſoever, who; have always 
exercis d this Power of limiting the Succeſſion in 


their ſeveral Kingdoms, in ſuch a- manner as they 


judg d moſt expedient for the publick new 
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4nd indeed this Power of Limitation «is ſo inhet 
rent, ſo eſſential to the Well-being of any State, 
hat no Conſtitution cou d welt: fubſiſt without 
ir, If we look no farther than our 'own "Coun: 
ry, we ſhall find that this has been the antient 
Law of our Nation; and that in Muy VIllth's © 
Time, there was a Statute made, declarative on- 
1y-of that Power, which was, that King, Lords 
nd Commons had an undoubred Right to alter 
and limit the Succeſſion of the Crown, and it 
was. dectar'd- High-Treafon to deny it, which Law 
is fill-in Force; ſo that we are not govern'd by 
ny new Schemes to ſerve a Turn, and exclude 
the next in Blood, but we have a whole Body 
of Laws, Natural, Statute and Religious, beſides 
the Conſent of all Nations to juſtify our PraRice. 

And one wou'd think - theſe were Arguments 
enough to - perſuade us at length to be conten- 
ted to be Happy, and not to quarrel any- longer 
with our Bleſſings ;--we know not how ſoon we 
may weary - out God's Patience by our Murs 
nuring and Ingratitude, and by the Removal of 
our Happineſs be made fully ſenſible of the Bleſ- 
ings we have loſt, | 07, 39; 

To prevent which Danger, let us for the fu- 
ture offer up our hearty and fincere Vows = 
the Safety and Proſperity of our Sovereign, a 
carefully avoid all ſuch- Steps as have the leaſt 
tendency to widen our Breaches, or renew out 
Troubles by unreaſonable Jealouſies and Diſeon- 
„ 13h ä 

Let us, as we value the Favour of God, the 
Eteem of our Prince, the Honour and Reputa- 
uon of our holy Profeſſion, and even the Praiſe 
of all good Men, labour to aequit our ſelves 
„ a eourſe of unſhaken Loyalty, true, faithfun 
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e Expreſſion of Cancern and Regard for the Church 
5 is gur Duty to our Prince. Let us from our 


May all tokens. of Strife and Contention eve 


and Love may delight always to dwell and 
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and be well aſſur d, that the beg 
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deteſt all factious and ſeditious Principles, 


dad ſtady ſuch Things | only. at make for Peas. 
| Let (thoſe who have had the Misfortune of be- 


ing guilty of any traiterous Practices, of fomen- 


ting Parties and Diſcontent againſt the State, en- 
deavour to attone for all Miſcarriages or Raſhneſg 
that way in Word or Action, by a brisker and more 


active Zeal for the future in the Cauſe of our graci 
ous Sovereign King GzorGe, in whom the whole 
Intereſt of Church and Nation is at once im- 
bark'd, which is only therefore in other Words, 


- recommending to you a Juſt Concern for Religion 


and Liberty, for Fortune and Eſtate, for all that 
is dear and valuable to you in both Worlds, 
In a Word, and to Conclude, 7 
Let us all join in ſincere and hearty Praiſes to 
our great Protector, the Almighty Guardian of our 
Ille, that watches over us whilſt we lie {lceping 
in too much Security, or clouded with Ingratitude, 
and ſtrive to render him ſtill more propitious to 
our Land, by a ſteady Obedience to his Vicege- 
nt, by our daily Offerings for his Safety, and 
- a religious Obſervance of thoſe Oaths ve 
give as Pledges of our Faith and Allegiance. | 
us all be emulous to excel each other in Pict) 
and good Works, and ſet oft our Religion vidi 
thoſe Emblems that beſt adorn it, I mean m 
Love and Charity. 


ceaſe, and our whole Carriage hereafter: be ſo ful 
of Humanity and Sweetneſs, that the God of Pcact 


habit 


jabir with \ us. "Nor need” we: that in 

this alternate Co Lo 7 — Praiſe, of Faith | 
and. Allegiance, ve àn ity, ont [gracious 
God, who! ſo delights in all Inſtances of Tenderneſs 5 
and Compaſſion, will allow us to enjoy all the Tem- 
poral Advantages that can be deriv d. from TA 
Peace and „ beſides thoſe ſectet and ineffahle 
Raptures which f pring from a quiet and unruffleq 
Mind, and which 1s of all moſt valuable, will here» 
after tranſlate us when our Race in this World ” 
ſpent to the full Fruition of thoſe Joys above, Wich 
are the Rewards of Piety and Obedience, and which 
flow at his =; Hand for evermore. We 


ES wa Amen. 
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15 U STIC E and Mercy equal Supporttli' 
Throne; or, The Duty of the bi 
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employ his- Sword againſt the Stubborn an 
2 ; in Vindication of his Majeſty's molt's 
ph Adminiſtration from the unreaſonable ( 
IF unruly and ſeditious Men, for” ſome 
ſtances of Juſtice exercis d on the Rebels. | 
mon 3 in the Church of St. Mary al 5 
being the Anniverſary of his Majeſty's happy Ac> 
ceſſion to the Throne. By Edward Bou 1 5.5 5 
Rector of the ſaid Pariſh- Publiſh d at 1 9 nl 
Requelt of ſeveral Gentlemen of the Pariſh.” hes | 
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Conqueſt; with the Conduct of the Government in 


To which is added, an Account of the,late Reb 


1 


niſtration towards the Perſons eugag d in it, 86 


a 


The Biſhop of Els ritlieng Sed 
on the 7th of June, 1710. Done into Verde. Price 6% | 


| 
* 


